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Amendments to Claims i 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application; 
Listing of Claims g 

1 (currently amended) . An improvement in an applicator inplement 
having an applicator for applying a fluid material from a source to 
a surface, the improvement corctprisingt 

a stem having a first end and a second end, and an outer 
peripheral surface extending along the stem between the first end and 
the second end, in a direction along an axis; 

an applicator including a first portion secured to the stem 
adjacent the first end of the stem and a second portion projecting 
beyond the first end in a direction away from the second end, the 
first portion of the applicator being spaced inwardly from the outer 
peripheral surface toward the axis, and the second portion having an 
outer peripheral boundary; 

a transverse area extending across the stem, adjacent the first 
end of the stem, between the outer peripheral surface and the outer 
peripheral boundary; and 
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a plurality of lumens extending through the stem from the first 
end to the second end, the lumens extending along the direction of 
the axis and spaced apart from one anothe r, cloaely ariHacent nn^ 
another, in an array of cloae lv ad-iacent lumens lalacet^ around the 
axis, each lumen being spaced from the axis and from the outer 
peripheral surface to lie between the axis and the outer peripheral 
surface, each lumen having an inlet adjacent the second end of the 
stem for receiving fluid material to be conducted from the source 
through the lumen, an outlet adjacent the first end of the stem for 
delivering the fluid material received at the inlet / and a transverse 
cross-sectional area, at least at the outlet, substantially smaller 
than the transverse area adjacent the first end of the stem, each 
outlet being located between the outer peripheral boundary of the 
second portion of the applicator and the outer peripheral surface and 
juxtaposed with the outer peripheral boundary of the second portion 
of the applicator, the outlets bein g Benarai-.t> from one another anr ;^ 
placed around the axis in an array of rloHPly ad-iacent outleta 
surrpundinq the second portion of t he ap nUn ator with clQafily 
^4iflcenh separate outlets correaponrlin a to th«»> plurality of lumena in 
the aryav gf lumenp for delivering the fluid material in a plurality 
sJ-osely adj^Pent separate streams of relatively small cross- 
sectional area corresponding to the plurality of closely adiaf!ftnf 
se parate outle ts luiu e iis , with the streams arraved around the aeconfi 
portion of applicator to surround t he aerrtnri portion of fh^ 

-3- 



PA6E912f'RCVDAT»S4:34:18ll[EasternDayligt)tTiine]'SVIlUSPrO{FXRF-^^ 



MAY-3 1-2005 16:34 



PATENT LAWOFFICE 



2014883884 P. 10 



Applicant : Robert L. Newell Date: 
Serial No. : 10/691,762 Art unit: 3751 

Response to Office Action of October 19, 2004 

applicator ^nd be directed to lay down the delivered fluid material 
along the second portion of the applicator in an array of cloaelv 
adjacent separate stream a of relatively Bmall eroea-aectlonal area at 
the outer peripheral boundary of the second portion of the 
applicator. 

2 (original) . The inprovement of claim 1 wherein the lumens 
extend generally parallel to the axis. 

3 (original) . The iniprovenient of claim 1 wherein the stem 
includes a bore extending from the first end toward the second end 
and spaced inwardly from the array of lumens toward the axis, and the 
first portion of the applicator is secured in the bore. 

4 (original) . The improvement of claim 3 wherein the bore 
extends from the first end of the stem to the second end. 

5 (original) . The inprovement of claim 3 wherein at least some 
of the lumens are spaced outwardly from the bore so as to be 
separated from the bore. 

6 (currently amended). The improvement of claim 5 wherein the 
outlet of each of at least some of the lumens is located closely 
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adjacent tQ t he outer paj-lpli e i - al buuiiJjij.jf y spaced outwardly from 
the outer peripheral boundary. 

7 (currently amended> . An inprovement in an applicator Irnnlem^r^f , 
having an applicator for fnpl yina a fluid mate7:i.al from a eourcfi ^^> 
a, surface, the improvement comprij^inm. 

a, gt^m having a first end and a second ^rf d. and an oni-ii^r. 
BeriPheral surface extending along the at em between the first end an<j 
.the second end, in a direc tion alnng an ax-^fl; 

an appi, if?atQr including a first po rtion secured to hh^. f^t;^ m 
adlaCB^I; the firgt, find of the stem and a second p ortion p1rp^egt^n q 
b eyond the first end in a direction awav fr-om the second end, th^ 
f portion of the applicator being spar e d inwardl^y from hh^ nnh^T- 
PgriPher^l surface toward the axis . and th^ s e cond portion having an 
outer peripheral beunda^; 

a transverse area extending aoroaa the a t em. adiacent the firat 
end of the stem, between the outer pe r ipheral surface and the ouhg^ p 
peripheral boundary « and 

a plurality of lumens ext-i:.nding fchi- Q uah the stem from the firwh. 
end to the second end, the lumens extending along the di rant ion of 
the ^nd gpaged apart from one another in an array around the 

ajciB, each lumen being snaced from th e axis and from the outer 
peripheral surface to lie between the axia gnd the outer peripheral 
surface, each lumen having an inlet ad j acent the second end of t, hfi 
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stem for receiving fluid material to be conducted from tha source 
through the lumen, an outlet adnacent the firat end of the stem for 
delivering the fluid material received at the inlet . and a transverse 
cross-sectional area, at leaat at the outlet, subatantiallv smaller 
than the transverse area adjacent the firat end of the stem, each 
outlet being located between the outer oerioheral boundarv of the 
second portion of the applicator and the outer peripheral surface and 
juxtaposed with the outer peripheral boundary of the second portion 
Qf..the applicator for delivering the fluid material in a plurality of 

separate streams of relatively small croaa-Bectional area 

correBPondlna to the nlurallty of lu mens, with the streams directed 
to lav down the delivered fluid mater ial along the second portion of 
the applicator at the outer peripheral boundary of the saeond portion 
of the applicator: 

the stem including a bore extending fro m the first end toward 
the second end and spaced inwardly from the array of lumens toward 
the axis, the first portion of the applicator being secured in the 
bore; sbA 

fee — i mp ro v e ment o f claim 3 wh e r e in the lumens each in c lud e 
including a length extending along the stem, and at least some of the 
lumens co mm miieate communicating with the bore along at least a 
portion of the length of the lumens. 
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8 (original). Th© improvement of claim 7 wherein the at least 
some of the lumens communicate with the bore at the outlets of the at 
least some of the lumens, 

9 (original) . The improvement of claim 1 including a source of 
fluid material attached to the stem at the second end of the stem. 

10 (original) . The improvement of claim 9 wherein the source 
includes a container for containing a reservoir of the fluid 
material . 

11 (original) - The improvement of claim 10 wherein the container 
includes a reailiently flexible wall for selective flexing to drive 
fluid material from the reservoir into the inlet of each lumen, 

12 (withdrawn) . The improvement of claim 1 including a syringe 
integrated with the stem adjacent the second end of the stem for 
containing a reservoir of fluid material and driving selected amounts 
of the fluid material from the reservoir into the inlets of the 
lumens • 

13. (original) . The improvement of claim 1 including a pump 
integrated with the stem adjacent the second end of the stem for 
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driving selected amounts of fluid material into the inlets of the lumens. 

14 {withdrawn) . The iinprovement of claim 13 including a cap 
integrated with the atem adjacent the second end of the stem^ the cap 
being adapted for coupling with a bottle containing a supply of fluid 
material such that fluid material selectively is drawn through the 
outlets of the lumens , through the lumens, and into the pump for 
subsequent selective driving by the pump into the inlets of the 
lumens and delivery through the outlets of the lumens • 

15 (withdrawn) . The improvement of claim 14 wherein the pump 
comprises a dropper bulb for containing a reservoir of fluid material 
drawn from the supply in the bottle and driving selected amounts of 
the fluid material from the reservoir into the inlets of the lumens - 

16 (original ) . The improvement of claim 1 wherein the stem 
conprises a cylindrical shaft and the axis comprises a central axis 
of the shaft, the outer peripheral surface comprises a cylindrical 
surface, and the array of lumens compriees a cylindrical array 
extending around the central axis and spaced radially inwardly 
from the cylindrical surface and radially outwardly from the outer 
peripheral boundary of the second portion of the applicator. 
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17 (original) . The improvement of claim 1 wherein the applicator 
Implement conprises a brush, the applicator comprises bristles and 
the second portion comprises a bristle group projecting beyond the 
first end of the stem. 

18 (original) . The inprovement of claim 17 wherein the stem 
comprises a cylindrical shaft and the axis comprises a central axis 
of the shaft, the outer peripheral surface coirprises a cylindrical 
surface, and the array of lumens comprises a cylindrical array 
extending around the central axis and spaced radially inwardly from 
the cylindrical surface and radially outwardly from the outer 
peripheral boxuadary of the second portion of the bristle group. 

19 (withdrawn) . A method for delivering a fluid material to an 
applicator of an applicator implement for subsequent application to 
a surface, the applicator extending along an axis and having an outer 
peripheral boundary, the method comprising: 

delivering the fluid material in a plurality of closely adnacer^t 
separate small streams juxtaposed with the outer peripheral boundary 
of the applicator, the streams being spaced apart from one another in 
an array around the axis and so as to surround the outer peripheral 
Ipoundainr of the applicator and be directed such that the fluid 
material is laid down in an arr ay of closely adjacent separate small 



PAGE 15/27 ' RCVD AT 5131/2005 4:34:18 PM [Eastern Daylight 



MAY-3 1-2005 16:35 



PATENT LAWOFFICE 



2014883884 P. 



Applicant : Robert L. Newell Date: 4^«l£»^ 

Serial No. • 10/691,762 Art Unit! 3751 

Response to Office Action of October 19, 2004 

streamg along the aj^licator at the outer peripheral boundary of the 
applicator. 

20 (withdrawn) , The method of claim 19 wherein the streams are 
directed generally parallel to the axis. 

21 (withdrawn) . The method of claim 20 wherein at least some of 
the streams, upon delivery, are spaced radially away from the outer 
peripheral boundary of the applicator, closely adjacent the 
applicator. 

22 (withdrawn) . The method of claim 20 wherein at least some of 
the streams, upon delivery, coincide with the outer peripheral 
boundary of the applicator. 

23 (withdrawn) . A method for delivering a fluid material to 
bristles of an applicator brush for stibsequent application to a 
surface, the bristles extending along an axis in a bristle group 
having an outer peripheral boundary, the method comprising: 

delivering the fluid material in a plurality of cloaelv ad-iae.->n»: 
separate small streams juxtaposed with the outer peripheral boundary 
of the bristle group, the streams being spaced apart from one another 
in an array around the axis and so as to surround the Quhay 
peripheral boundarv of the bristle mn n up and be directed such that 
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the fluid material is laid down in an ayy av of rinaelv ad->ar.«n^ 
s eparate small streams along the bristles at the outer peripheral 
boundary of the bristle group. 

24 (withdrawn) . The method of claim 23 wherein the streams are 
directed generally parallel to the axis, 

25 (withdrawn) . The method of claim 24 wherein at least some of 
the stireams, upon delivery, are spaced radially away from the outer 
peripheral boundary of the bristle group, closely adjacent the 
bristle grov^. 

26 (withdrawn) . The method of claim 24 wherein at least some of 
the streams, upon delivery, coincide with the outer peripheral 
boundary of the bristle group. 
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Amendments to Claimas 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application; 
Listing of Claims g 

1 (currently amended) . An iirprovement in an applicator implement 
having an applicator for applying a fluid material from a source to 
a surface, the improvement comprising: 

a stem having a first end and a second end, and an outer 
peripheral surface extending along the stem between the first end and 
the second end, in a direction along an axis; 

an applicator including a first portion secured to the stem 
adjacent the first end of the stem and a second portion projecting 
beyond the first end in a direction away from the second end, the 
first portion of the applicator being spaced inwardly from the outer 
peripheral surface toward the axis, and the second portion having an 
outer peripheral boundary; 

a transverse area extending across the stem, adjacent the first 
end of the stem, between the outer peripheral surface and the outer 
peripheral boundary; and 
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a plurality of lumens extending through the stem from the first 
end to the second end, the lumena extending along the direction of 
the axis and spaced apart from one anothe r, closely adjacent nne> 
in an array of cloaelv adjacent luwiena nl^nf^f^ around the 
axis, each lumen being spaced from the axis and from the outer 
peripheral surface to lie between the axis and the outer peripheral 
surface, each lumen having an inlet adjacent the second end of the 
stem for receiving fluid material to be conducted from the source 
through the lumen, an outlet adjacent the first end of the stem for 
delivering the fluid material received at the inlet, and a transverse 
cross-aectional area, at least at the outlet, substantially smaller 
than the transverse area adjacent the first end of the stem, each 
outlet being located between the outer peripheral boundary of the 
second portion of the applicator and the outer peripheral surface and 
juxtaposed with the outer peripheral boundary of the second portion 
of the applicator, the out lets h.^-i na set>ai-ate from one another anri 
placed ayound the axis in an arra y of closely ad-iacent oufclei-..c| 
surrounding the second por-fc j on of the applicator with cloagly 
adiacent separate outlets rn-rrespondln g to the plurality of lumens in 
£ be array of luin^ns for delivering the fluid material in a plurality 
°^ gJ^Q^^^Y adjacent separate streams of relatively small cross- 
sectional area corresponding to the plurality of cloBelv ad-iac^nf. 
pepair^tg put3,et3 lumei w, with the streams arraved aroimd the ser^^ ri 
portion of the applicator- to surro u nd the second portion of the 
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applicator and be directed to lay down the delivered fluid material 
along the second portion of the applicator in an array of closely 
ad-iacen t separate streams of relatively small cross -sectional area at 
the outer peripheral boundary of the second portion of the 
applicator. 

2 (original) . The improvement of claim 1 wherein the lumens 
extend generally parallel to the axis. 

3 (original). The improvement o£ claim 1 wherein the stem 
includes a bore extending fscom the first eiod toward the second end 
and spaced inwardly from the array of lumens toward the axis, and the 
first portion of the applicator is secured in the bore. 

4 (original). The improvement of claim 3 wherein the bore 
extends from the first end of the stem to the second end. 

5 (original) . The improvement of claim 3 wherein at least some 
of the lumens are spaced outwardly from the bore so as to be 
separated from the bore. 

6 (currently amended) . The improvement of claim 5 wherein the 
outlet of each of at least some of the lumens is located closely 
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adjacent £p and the e oafcer p e yiplici - al boundax^, spaced outwardly from 
the outar peripheral boundary. 

7 (currently amended) . An improvement iti an anplicatcr implemenh 
.having an applicator for a pplying a fluid material from a aour-ce hr> 
a surface, th e improvement compriaing; 

a 6 tern having a first en d and a second ttnd. and an oute-r 
peripheral surface extend ing along the stem between ^he f irat end and 
the second end, in a direction along an axis: 

an applicator including a fir- at nnrhinn secuz-ed to the aten^ 
adi^Cgnt the first end of the et^in a n d a second Portion proHectlno 
beyond the firgt end in a direction aw a v from the aeoonf^ .=>T.ri. M-.^ 
firat portion of the annHeator ^i^a spacad inwardly from the ouhftT^ 
peripheral surface toward the axis, and f.h^ second portion having 
outer pe ripheral boundary; 

a trangverse area extending a cross the stem, adiacent the firttt. 
end of the stem, between the outftr yv- r ipheral surface and the oute^ 
peripheral bound ary.- and 

a Plurality of lumens extend i ng throiwh the atem from the first 
end to the second end, the lumens extending alono nhe dirpntion of 
the axis and spaced apart from one a nother in an array around th^ 
axis, each lumen being gpaced fro m the avis and from the outer 
peripheral surface to lie bet w een the axis and the outer perinTier^l 
surface, each lumen having an inlet adjacent the second end of the 
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